MICHAEL T. NOLAN JR.

First Assistant Prosecutor

BRADLEY D. BILLHIMER
Ocean County Prosecutor

ROBERT J. ARMSTRONG
Deputy First Assistant Prosecutor

VINCENT A. PETRECCA
Chief of Detectives

OFFICE OF THE PROSECUTOR
Courthouse Annex Building
119 Hooper Avenue
P.O. Box 2191
Toms River, New Jersey 08754-2191
732-925-2027 Fax:732-240-3338

December 21, 2018

Mr. Donald Lomurro
VIA OPRA Machine: opratrequest-3258-cbeebib2(@requests.opramachine.com

Re:  Open Public Records Act (OPRA) Request
OCPO Case# 180700603
MVA: Eric Larson / Anthony Griffin

Dear Mr, Lomurro:

I am in receipt of your request made under the New Jersey Open Public Records Act
(OPRA) pertaining to the above-mentioned case. Enclosed please find a copy of the
investigation/police reports. Autopsy details have been redacted, as they are exempt from
disclosure under OPRA, pursuant to N.I.S.A. 47:1A-1.1, et seq. You may direct any request for
the autopsy reports directly to the Ocean County Medical Examiner’s Office,

Requests for photographs should be directed to the Ocean County Sheriff’s Department.

If I can be of further assistance, please contact me at 732-929-2027, x3623.

Yours very truly,

Shiraz I, Deen
Assistant Prosecutfor
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New Jersay Police Crash Investigation Report Potica Dept: Jackson Police Department GCode: 01
Motor Vehicle Crash Description Station: CaseNo: 18-51429
145 Crash Dascription
INVESTIGATION:

On Thursday, July 5, 2018, at approximately 2220 hours, the Jackson Township Police responded to the
area of South New Prospect Road and Qak Drive for report of a motor vehicle accident involving a
motorcycle resulting in a fatality.

This writer was notified by the Ocean County Communications Department of the crash and advised to
contact Sgt. G. Vadalis of the Jackson Police Department Traffic Safety Unit. Once on scene, I was briefed
of the known case details by Jackson Police Traffic Safety Officer E. Travisano.

A 2004 Red Yamaha 999 Model, driven by Anthony Griffin of Jackson, was traveling southbound on
South New Prospect Road when Officer Daniels #288 of the Jackson Police Department observed Griffin
fail to stop at a red traffic signal at the intersection of South New Prospect Road and Brewers Bridge Road.
Officer Daniels attempted to make a motor vehicle stop which Griffin then attempted to elude Officer
Daniels. As Griffin approached Oak Drive, a 2008 Hyundai Elantra, driven by Eric Larson of Jackson, was
attempting a left turn from Oak Drive onto South New Prospect Road heading north. Griffin impacted
Larson’s vehicle on the driver side where both vehicles came to an uncontrolled final rest.

As a result of the crash, Anthony Griffin was pronounced deceased on scene at 2250 hours by Dr. Bains of
Newark Beth Israel. Eric Larson was transported to Jersey Shore University Medical Center (1.S.U.M.C.)
where he was listed in critical condition due to internal injuries. On July 27, 2018, while at J S UM.C,,
Larson succumbed to his injuries and was pronounced dead at 1537 hours by medical staff due to
complications sustained from the crash.

Due to the circumstances surrounding the crash investigation, Jackson Police were removed from the
remainder of the investigation. This writer requested assistance from the Fatal Accident Support Team
(F.A.S.T.); however, due to the July 4th holiday, no Officers were available to respond. At this writer’s
request, Jackson Police Traffic Safety Officer E. Travisano marked out the scene with spray paint for
purposes of preserving the crash scene until the scene could be diagramed at a later date. Several days later,
Lakewood Police Traffic Safety Officer and FAST member David Silberstein responded to the crash scene
to take measurements utilizing his laser {for scale diagram, see attached).

MOBILE VIDEO RECORDER (M.V.R.): JACKSON MARKED PATROL UNIT #307:

This writer contacted Detective Brubaker from the Ocean County Prosecutor's Office Hi-Tech Unit to
respond to the Jackson Police Department to extract the MVR video from Officer Daniels marked patrol
Unit #307 (for extraction report, see Detective Brubaker’s report). While at Jackson Police Headquarters,
this writer along with Detective Carrington viewed the M.V.R. feotage.

The footage shows a motorcycle, later identified as a 2004 Red Yamaha 999 Model, operated by Anthony
Griffin, traveling eastbound on Brewers Bridge Road. Griffin had a red traffic signal in

DAY . e
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New Jersey Police Crash Investigation Report Pofice Dapt: Jackson Police Department Code: 01
Motor Vehicle Crash Description Statlon; Case No: 18-51429
145 Crash Description

his direction of travel and failed to come to a complete stop before making a right hand tum onto South
New Prospect Road. The MVR captured the violation. Ptl. Daniels then initiates his overhead lights to
attempt a motor vehicle stop at 22:22:18 traveling at 68 mph, as seen on the MVR. Griffin is then seen
looking over his left shoulder, observing the overhead emergency lights then decides to accelerate at a high
rate of speed in an attempt to elude Officer Daniels. As Griffin approaches Oak Drive, a gray 2008
Hyundai Elantra, driven by Eric Larson of Jackson, was attempting a left turn onto South New Prospect
Road heading north. Griffin then collides into the driver side door of the Hyundai at 22:22:30. The pursuit
lasted approximately 12 seconds. The area of impact occurs near the centerline of the roadway. Officer
Daniels is seen atriving on scene and exiting his vehicle to assess the situation.

Had Griffin been traveling at the speed limit and in his lane of travel, Larson would have had enough time
to visually observe Griffin approaching and the collision most likely would not have occurred. There were
no witnesses to the crash accept the Mobile Video Recorder {M.V.R.) from Officer Daniels marked patrol
unit (for M.V.R. video, see CD).

NEXT OF KIN NOTIFICATION:

Jackson Police responded to 306 Brewers Bridge Road and made notification to Arlene Griffin, Anthony
Griffin’s mother of his death.

OCEAN COUNTY SHERIFF’'S DEPARTMENT:

Detective J. Chester from the Ocean County Sheriff's Office responded to photograph and process the crash
scene (for scene details, see Detective Chester’s report).

AUTOPSY OF ANTHONY GRIFFIN:COMMUNITY MEDICAL CENTER:

A toxicology report authored by NMS labs showed that Mr. Griffin had positive levels of Marijuana found
in his blood (for details, see NMS report).

DEATH OF ERIC LARSON:1.S.UM.C.:

On July 27, 2018, at approxlma:ely 1536 hours whlle at JS.U M C Larson succumbed to has mjunes and
was pronounced dead s g ; ' e i BE
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New Jersey Police Crash Investigation Report Police Dept: Jackson Police Department Code: (]

Motor Vehicle Crash Description Statlon: Caso No: 18-51429

145 Grash Dascriplion

Due to the injuries sustained from the crash and Larson’s health complications while at JSUM.C,, a
statement was not taken by this writer from Larson as to what he observed prior to the crash.

CONCLUSION: _

Upon completion of this investigation, it was determined that Anthony Griffin was at fault for the collision
due to his attempt to elude police, specifically by exceeding the posted speed limit and operating his
motorcycle recklessly at an high rate of speed causing a collision with a Hyundai Elantra, resulting in the
death of Eric Larson and himself. Had Griffin been traveling at the posted speed limit, the vehicle making
the left turn would have had a reasonable amount of time to make the turn safely and clear oncoming
traffic.

DECLARATION:

The opinions formed in this report were the product of the utilization of all known data and information
gathered as part of this investigation. Should any additional information become available at a later date,
this writer reserves the right to amend and /or supplement this report to reflect any additional analysis or
opinions which are a result of that information.

DRIVER/VEHICLE INFORMATION:

Driver 1: at faunlt

Driver: Anthony Griffin (deceased)
306 Brewers Bridge Road

Jackson, N.J, 08527

D.OB.: 3-22-1996 22 y/o

Motorcycle:
2004 Yamaha 999 (red)
N.J. Reg.: 3KKMG (Not on File, Fictitious Plates)

Driver 2;

Eric Larson (deceased)
459 Pfister Road
Jackson, NJ 08527
D.O.B.: 12-5-93

Vehicle 2:
2008 Hyundai Elantra (gray)
N.I. Reg.: TS4HKM

ey
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145. Crash Description/Narrative

Block #118b - Other Driver Action - Eluding Police

Ocean County Prosecutor 'S Ofﬁce (Det Michael Proto) is the Iead agency in thIS mvestlgatlon See O_C_P_Q__ B
Investigation Report, Case Number #1807- 00603.
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New Jersey Police Crash Investigation Repoit Police Dept: Jackson Police Department Code: 0]
Motor Vehicie Crash Description Station: , _ Case No: 18-51429
145 Crash Deseriplion
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New Jersey Police Crash Investigation Report * ! police Dept: Jackson Police Department . code: 0]
Motor Vehicle Crash Description Station; Case No: 18-51429
445 Crash Dascription
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1. Unit 2. 1i i[e # . Pmmls Gavel

MAJOR CRIME 180700603

4. Case Agency(s)

OCPO, OCSD, Lakewood Pd., OCME

5. Crime 6. N.I.S. 7. Date §. Time

MOTOR VEHICLE CRASH N/A 07/05/2018 2220 hours

9. Location of Crime

South New Prospect Road & Oak Drive

10. Person Reporting Incident / Crime:

11. Suspect(s) . 12. Person Info(s): 13. Address(s):

14. Victim(s): 15. Person Info(s): 16. Address(s):

1). LARSON, ERIC 1). DOB: 12/05/1993; 1). 459 PFISTER RD JACKSON TOWNSHIP, NJ 08527

OCEAN, JACKSON TOWNSHIP

17. Stolen / Missing Property: 18. Weapon Used:

19. Accused Employer 20. Employer Address 21. Empioyer Town 22. Employer State

INARRATIVE -

INVESTIGATION:

On Thursday, July 5, 2018, at approximately 2220 hours, the Jackson Township Police responded to the area
of South New Prospect Road and Oak Drive for report of a motor vehicle accident involving a motorcycle
resulting in a fatality.

This writer was notified by the Ocean County Communications Department of the crash and advised to contact
Sgt. G. Vadalis of the Jackson Police Department Traffic Safety Unit. After notifying my supervisor, DSG. R.
Gardner, I responded to the crash scene to assist. Upon my arrival, I was briefed of the known case details by
Jackson Police Traffic Safety Officer E. Travisano.

A 2004 Red Yamaha 999 Model, driven by Anthony Griffin of Jackson, was traveling southbound on South
New Prospect Road when Officer Daniels #288 of the Jackson Police Department observed Griffin fail to stop
at a red traffic signal at the intersection of South New Prospect Road and Brewers Bridge Road. Officer
Daniels attempted to make a motor vehicle stop which Griffin then attempted to elude Officer Danicls. As
Griffin approached Oak Drive, a 2008 Hyundai Elantra, driven by Eric Larson of Jackson, was attempting a
left turn from Oak Drive onto South New Prospect Road heading north. Griffin impacted Larson’s vehicle on
the driver side where both vehicles came to an uncontrolled final rest.

As a result of the crash, Anthony Griffin was pronounced deceased on scene at 2250 hours by Dr. Bains of
Newark Beth Israel. Eric Larson was transported to Jersey Shore University Medical Center (J.S.U.M.C.)
where he was listed in critical condition due to internal injuries. On July 27, 2018, while at J.8.U.M.C., Larson
succumbed to his injuries and was pronounced dead at 1537 hours by medical staff due to complications
sustained from the crash.

Due to the circumstances sutrounding the crash investigation, Jackson Police were removed from the
remainder of the investigation, This writer requested assistance from the Fatal Accident Support Team
(F.A.S.T.); however, due to the July 4" holiday, no Officers were available to respond. At this writer’s request,
Jackson Police Traffic Safety Officer E. Travisano marked out the scene with spray paint for purposes of
preserving the crash scene until the scene could be diagramed at a later date. Several days later, Lakewood
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Police Traffic Safety Officer and F.A.S.T. member David Silberstein responded to the crash scene to take
measurements utilizing his laser (for scale diagram, see attached).

MOBILE VIDEQ RECORDER (M.V.R.): JACKSON MARKED PATROL UNIT #307:

Detective Brubaker from the Ocean County Prosecutor's Office Hi-Tech Crime Unit responded to the Jackson
Police Department to extract the MVR video from Officer Daniels marked patrol Unit #307 (for extraction
report, see Detective Brubaker’s report). While at Jackson Police Headquarters, this writer along with
Detective Carrington viewed the M. V.R. footage.

The footage shows a motoreycle, later identified as a 2004 Red Yamaha 999 Model, operated by Anthony
Griffin, traveling eastbound on Brewers Bridge Road. Griffin had a red traffic signal in his direction of travel
and failed to come to a complete stop before making a right hand turn onto South New Prospect Road. The
MVR capiured the violation. Ptl. Daniels then initiates his overhead lights to attempt 2 motor vehicle stop at
22:22:18 traveling at 68 mph, as seen on the MVR. Griffin is then seen looking over his left shoulder,
observing the overhead emergency lights, then decides to accelerate at a high rate of speed in an attempt to
elude Officer Daniels. As Griffin approaches Oak Drive, a gray 2008 Hyundai Flantra, driven by Eric Larson
of Jackson, was attempting a left turn onto South New Prospect Road heading north. Griffin then collides into
the driver side door of the Hyundai at 22:22:30. The pursuit lasted approximately 12 seconds. The area of
impact occurs neat the centerline of the roadway. Officer Daniels is seen arriving on scene and exiting his
vehicle to assess the situation.

Had Griffin been traveling at the speed limit and in his lane of travel, Larson would have had enough time to
visually observe Griffin approaching and the collision most likely would not have occurred. There were no
witnesses to the crash accept the Mobile Video Recorder (M.V.R.) from Officer Daniels marked patrol unit
(for M.V .R. video, see CD).

NEXT OF KIN NOTIFICATION:

Jackson Police responded to 306 Brewers Bridge Road and made notification to Arlene Griffin, Anthony
Griffin’s mother of his death.

OCEAN COUNTY SHERIFF’S DEPARTMENT:

Detective J. Chester from the Ocean County Sheriff's Office responded to photograph and process the crash
scene (for scene details, see Detective Chestet’s report).

AUTOPSY OF ANTHONY GRIFFIN:COMMUNITY MEDICAL CENTER:




180700603 Promis Gavel#f

DEATH OF ERIC LARSON:J.S.UM.C.:

On July 27, 2018, at appmmmatcly 1536 hcuns the at J S.U. M C La1son succumbed to h1s mJunes and was
pronounced dead i s - n—— —

Due to the injuries sustained from the crash and Larson’s health complications while at J.S.UM.C., a
statement was not taken by this writer from Larson as to what he observed prior to the crash.

CONCLUSION:

Upon completion of this investigation, it was determined that Anthony Griffin was at fault for the collision due.
to his attempt to elude police, specifically by exceeding the posted speed limit and operating his motorcycle
recklessly at an high rate of speed causing a collision with a Hyundai Elantra, resulting in the death of Eric
Larson and himself, Had Griffin been traveling at the posted speed limit, the vehicle making the left turn

would have had a reasonable amount of time to make the turn safely and clear oncoming traffic.

DECLARATION:

The opinions formed in this report were the product of the utilization of alt known data and information
gathered as part of this investigation. Should any additional information become available at a later date, this
writer reserves the right to amend and /or supplement this report to reflect any additional analysis or opinions
which are a result of that information.

DRIVER/VEHICLE INFORMATION:

Driver 1: at fault Motoreyele:

Driver: Anthony Griffin (deceased) 2004 Yamaha 999 (red)

306 Brewers Bridge Road N.J. Reg.: 3BKKMG (Not on File, Fictitious Plates)
Jackson, N.J. 08527

D.O.B.: 3-22-19%6 22 ylo

Driver 2: Vehicle:

Eric Larson (deceased) 2008 Hyundai Elantra (gray)

459 Pfister Road N.J. Reg.: TS4HKM

Jackson, NJ 08527

D.O.B.: 12-5-93
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n Police D men
102 Jackson Drive, Jackson, NJ 08527
Phone: 732-928-1111 Fax: 732-928-8874 Mun. Code: 1511

Incident Report

T c e Ocs
Between
Date / Time of
Intersection / Crass Street af:

| Oak Drive

Ca
18-51429

X

Street Name

S New Prospect Road

Business f Common Location Name

Strest#

Fatal Crash |nvestigation

Coda |Contact Name #1 M Sufix DOB ssN "
D1 | Griffin, Anthony M 24 07/26/1993 g
Address Home Phone Cell Phone
306 Brewers Bridge Rd, Jackson, NJ 08527-3945 R
Code {Coniact Name #z M! Suffix {Age Sex DOB S58N
D2 [Larson, Eric D 24 M 12/05/1993
Address Home Phaone Cell Phone
459 Pfister Road, Jackson, NJ 08527-1368
Code |[Contact Name #! Ml Suffix [Age Sex Race OB SSN
Whitesell, Kevin R 38 M 1B | 01/04/1980 )
Address : Home F'hqne [Cell Phone
306 Brewers Bridge Rd, Jackson, NJ 08527-3945 Ry
Code [Contact Name #: M Suffix [Age Sex Race DoB SSN
Address Home Phane Cell Phone

Value of Stolen Praperty

Value of Stolan
Property Recovered

Make Registration  Stale| VIN

Body Type
o |SUz el 600 RD | 3KKMB  NJ | NO-DATA
veh.2 | 08 |HYU 4DR  |ELA GY |T54HKM  NJ |KMHDU46D28U358949
MC NY |JYARJOBES4A011796

Yamaha

On July 5, 2018 at 22:20 hours | Police Officer Cherrick Daniels #288 was on patrol in the area of South
New Prospect Road in marked patrol vehicle 307. While approaching the intersections of South New
Prospect Road and Brewers Bridge Road, | observed a motor cycle traveling on Brewers Bridge Road fail
to stop at a red stop signal before turning right onto South New Prospect Road. After the operator made the
right onto South New Prospect Road, | visually estimated the motor cycle was traveling above the posted

45 MPH speed limit.

MVA  Arrest DV DWI  DWIQ Tow 2 8D ¢l TRO
288 PO Cherrick Daniels 07/05/18 SHA Prop. 2 Video UOF 1 prst 1 Supp 3 Juv  Bias  Pris macowit




n Police D m

102 Jackson Drive, Jackson, NJ 08527
Phone: 732-928-1111 Fax: 732-928-8874 Mun. Code: 1511

Incident Report

Case Numbe:

18-51429

| continued on South New Prospect Road and accelerated towards the motorcycle to close the gap
separating our two vehicles in order to conduct a motor vehicle stop. Due to the distance and speed which
the motor cycle was traveling, | was unable to determine the characters on the vehicle's license plate, nor

identify who was operating the vehicle.

Narrative Centinuet  {Page 2)

When | closed the distance hetween our vehicles, | activated my overhead emergency lights in an attempt
to stop the vehicle on the straight portion of the roadway near the Prospect Point apartment complex. Upon
noticing my overhead emergency lights, the operator of the motorcycle turned and looked at me, before
accelerating away at a higher rate of speed towards West County Line Road.

| continued to follow the motorcycle on South New Prospect Road towards West County Line Road, when |
observed it collide with the driver side door of a silver vehicle which was making a left turn onto South New

Prospect Road from Oak Drive.

At this time | contacted police dispatch and advised about the crash and requested additional units to the
scene. | approached the crash to check on the welfare of those involved and was shortly assisted by police

and first aid personnel.

288 PO Cherrick Daniels 07/05/18




POLICE PURSUIT INCIDENT REPOR'I

: ‘lDaparIment i 2. Incldent No. ™ - 3. Pursuit Date
Jackson Palice Department 1. 18- 51429 : 07!05/18
4. Officar’ o 5, Badge No. 6.CarNo. 7. In-CarCamera
288 PO Cherrick Daniels 288 307 Avaitate . [ ves [ no
8 Supérvisor Notified : ‘|9 Badge'No. ’ : Used E Yes E] No
183 Sgt. Mitchell Cownt o .183 f . |HardDrive #

10. Initlating Agenc:'

i

~ 9. Initiating Office!

e Locationofficor bécama im'.rol\.fec

South New Prospect Rd

|13.Time officer became involvat

Y HitIaét Fr e
22:20

i#6. Location officer terminated

{76, Time fefminatoc

17, Approx. distance In pursu}

Oak Drive 4 miles
18. Weather 19 Road Surface
B Clear [] Rain [ Snow [] Other X .ory O WetI:I Ice or snow DOther_______.
30, Avez -
] Residential [ commercial X Highway | R_uraf

[27.Reason pursuit Initiate
B4 Traffic violation (describe).39:4- 81

[] stolen Car

] warrant (describe)._ [ Assisting other agency Sgt.M Cowit

1 suspected criminal involvement (] DWI due to

Llother [ Atcohol T Drugs £ Nore
(check all that apply)

22, Type of Vehicle Pursus: i

O Automotive [] suv L Pick- Up Truck X Motorcycle L] Other

23. Tire Deflation Device
[ Tire defiation used Type .

Effect

24. Reason pursuit tarminatec
{"Pursued voluntarily stopped/surrendered

- [JPursued stopped in accident

[IPursued voluntarily stopped/Attempted flight on foot [ Pursued escaped in vehicle

[J Apprehended L] officer decision
[1 Escaped [ officer vehicle in accident
Pursued forced to stop/vehicle disabled [ 1Supervisor decision
Ll other (describe)_

25, Number of people Injurad

—1__# Pursued vehicle
_# Third party vehicles

———# Police vehicles |1_# Pursued vehicle

28. Number of fatailties

| # Police ‘vehicles
# Third party vehicles # Pedestrians

# Pedestrians
27. Number of vehicles In accident ’ )

# Pursued vehicle

# Police vehicles |-

28. No. of people in pursued vehIc[: 29. Number of people arrestet

1

# Third party vehicles # Pedestrians ..
30, List charges for drive
. -SIgIla-tur; ' E 32 TR %, Rewewedhr NEXTS
‘ 288 PO Cherrick Daniels ‘ 0?/1 2/18 183 Sgt. Matchell Cow:t . {r112/2018

- The smft supervisor: shalf review | this repon‘ for abouracy. and compfeteness and pmmpﬂy address any ISS‘UES as they réslata to policy
changes tra.rn:ng eqw,oment or d:sclplme Recommendatrons fo.iodify: pa!!c;y aha/or pmcadures arto epply {mmmg beyend hisher
oapac:ty or avarlable msoumes OF to pumhase ar mod‘ffy equment orro appﬁy d.'scmime shall be’ reported fo. the appmpnate



